
The Challenge: 
• Retain independence

• Enjoy holidays with 
more mobile 
partners

• Commute easily

The Solution:
• The Segway PT.

Getting out, about and all 
around New Zealand on PTs
Personal Mobility: Exploring NZ on the Segway PT
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Ricky & Margaret go exploring
EXCERPT FROM: Waikato Times 15 Jan 2010

Rob Kidd caught up with Richard and Margaret Noakes as 
they blazed a trail around Hamilton Gardens on their Segway 
PTs.

Richard: "We're down from Auckland but we haven't done much 
these holidays. We've been on the train and gone over to 
Waiheke."

Margaret: "We've actually been here once before...but we 
realised there was so much more and we knew we couldn't see 
it in a day by just walking.

"So we brought our Segway PTs down to fully enjoy the park 
and what we've loved the best is down by the river. It's just 
absolutely beautiful and takes me back to my childhood – in Te 
Awamutu – of picnics by the river.

"These (Segways) are ours and we've had them for about three 
years. As my hips became more difficult I have had an operation 
and the other one may be due soon. So we really use them as 
mobility scooters. They're so easy to transport."

Richard: "I've just had my 70th birthday and I want to keep 
going places."

It was Richard’s enthusiasm for getting out and about on his 
PT that resulted in formal approval by Veolia to carry 
Segway PTs on Auckand commuter trains. There is no charge 
for mobility users, and other Segway PT commuters pay the 
same low rate as bicycles.

NZ travellers take their 
PTs to Australia for work 
and on holiday
Andy Squire is an Auckland business owner living 
with MS. He owns a Segway XT fitted with a 
SegSeat, and uses it to get around his office and 
production workshop that manufactures kitchen 
benchtops.

Because his XT has Lithium batteries he is unable to 
take these on the plane when holidaying in 
Australia. One option would be to take his XT 
without batteries, and hire batteries from an 
Australian dealer on arrival.

But an easier solution is to hire a small, lightweight 
Segway PT from Segway New Zealand. The p133 
model (discontinued in 2005) has Nickel batteries 
which can be taken on aircraft, and the 
reduced size of this model is 
very easy to travel with. In 
Andy’s case, he simply fits 
his own Handlebar with a 
SegSeat already attached to 
it. This optional seat 
provides the opportunity to 
rest and ride seated from 
time to time.

The p133 is easy for taxi 
drivers to lift into the boot 
of a car. While it doesn’t have 
the range of other models, it can go further on a 
single charge than most travelling companions are 
prepared to walk in a day. 

UK & US visitors hire PTs 
to enjoy NZ
Segway New Zealand offers short-term hire of PTs 
for visitors -  for a few days or a few weeks.

For example, UK resident Jenny Ferguson (53)
visited NZ during the summer of 2010. Knowing that 
her MS would make it a challenge to keep up with 
her husband and adult children as they explored the 
country, she hired a Segway x2. The experience was 
so successful that upon her return to UK she 
purchased her own Segway PT. www.segway.co.nz

To learn more 
or to arrange a 

free on-site
demonstration

please call

0800 2 SEGWAY

or Philip Bendall
021 669 649



Wayne Foughy
and the plane
Wayne is a social worker in Gisborne. 
he lost his leg in a car accident many 
years ago, and in 2004 became the 
first above-knee amputee to be 
funded for a Segway PT by ACC. 
Since then, he has used his PT 
almost every day to get around the 
office and visit clients around town.

Gisborne is the most isolated major 
city in New Zealand, so Wayne often 
travels by plane to meetings around 
the country. On departure he rides 
up to the check-in counter on his PT, 
Air New Zealand stows it just as they 
would a mobility scooter, and on 
arrival  then he glides from baggage 
collection to a taxi. The taxi driver 
stows his PT in the back before 
Wayne is driven into town, and once 
at his destination he enjoys all the 
freedom his PT gives him while out of 
town. It is easy, convenient and life-
changing.

Romola Lang
and the ferry
Auckland television director and 
business owner Romola Lang lives in 
Birkenhead (on the North Shore) and 
works in the CBD. The Segway i2 has 
delivered convenience and flexibility to 
her daily commute.

Some days she glides the 1km journey 
to the Birkenhead ferry terminal. Living 
with Multiple Sclerosis means this is a 
journey she cannot walk, yet she has no 
trouble maneuvering the PT up the ferry 
ramp - even on wet and slippery days. 
Disembarking at the city terminal, it is 
only a few minutes glide to her office. 
During the working day she uses the PT 
in the studio, and throughout downtown 
Auckland to visit clients and suppliers.

Other days she carries her PT in the 
back of her station wagon. It is easy to 
load the PT using lightweight folding 
ramps. She rides from the parking 
building to her office

Planes, trains and automobiles
- and ferries too!
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 www.segway.co.nz

To learn more 
or to arrange a 

free on-site
demonstration

please call

0800 2 SEGWAY

or Philip Bendall
021 669 649

The Challenge: 

• Get to work on time

• Reduce time wasted 
on daily commute

• Have more flexibility 
than public transport 

The Solution:
• The Segway PT.Personal Mobility: Commuting faster Auckland and around NZ

Tim Martin, the 
car and the train
Tim is an IT consultant who works in 
Auckland city. But he lives in Wattle 
Downs (South Auckland). If he takes 
his car the commute is typically at 
least 50 minutes in slow-moving 
traffic each way.

In 2010 he purchased a Segway PT 
and now he rides the 2km from his 
house to the nearest station, boards 
his train with his PT, and sits down to 
enjoy the ride into the city. He 
disembarks at Britomart station and 
rides his PT on a gentle five minute 
glide to his building. He rides through 
the front door, into the lift, and doesn’t 
get off until he parks his PT on his 
floor near his desk.

While this trip takes almost as long as 
the journey by car, he can either read 
for pleasure on the train journey, or 
open his laptop and complete some 
work (which means less to do at the 
office). Most weeks, he uses the train 
and Segway combination on four 
days, and takes his car once. This “car 
day” allows him to complete various 
errands on the way home.

Tim has calculated that the savings he 
makes every week in petrol alone 
easily contribute to repaying the full 
cost of owning and running his 
Segway PT in about two years. Not 
only does the Segway PT makes good 
business sense, it saves money and 
time, is fun to ride, and has reduced 
Tim’s personal carbon footprint and 
traffic congestion in Auckland.

The  Segway PT is an exceptional “last 
mile” solution. For many people, a 
primary objection to taking public 
transport is the distance from home-
to-station and from station-to-
workplace. The small, light, compact 
Segway PT is proving to be an ideal 
solution for many people.

Chris Mitchell-Clare and the bus
Auckland web designer Chris Mitchel-Clare commutes from Lynfield to Queen 

Street in the city every day. By bus, the one-way 10km journey takes an hour 

during peak traffic, including the short walks to and from the bus stops.

On his Segway Personal Transporter (PT) it takes Chris only about 45 minutes 

from the door of his house to his destination – sometimes just 40 minutes. 

Considering the round trip, Chris’ Segway PT gives him back at least an extra 

half hour every day to work his business and further his education.

What more could you do with an extra half hour every day? Ask Chris, he 

knows.

Diesel buses - as part of a public transport system - play an important role in 

getting people from A to B. But this is the 21st Century - there are more ways 

than ever to get around.

The Segway PT really is quick, smart, zero-emission transportation that gets 

you from where you are now to right where you want to go.


